 28 November 2010 Interview with Jody Holdback
(I: Interviewer    P: Participant)

I:
I am speaking today with Jody Holdback, who is the National Advocacy Officer of the Blind Citizens Australia.  Welcome, Jody.
P:
Thank you, Roberta.
I:
Now, Blind Citizens Australia this year launched a newsletter for their members.  Can you tell me what the purpose of the BCA or your description newsletter is?
P:
Okay.  The newsletter is called It’s Our Turn, and the purpose was to get information out there, now that audio description is sort of starting to take off in a big way.  Its purpose was to get information out to our members about audio description, what was happening around Australia with audio description, what Blind Citizens Australia was doing in the field of audio description, and it was really just a means of information.

I:
So, can listeners contribute to the newsletter?

P:
Absolutely.  We welcome any contribution from members.  And they can contribute by sending in an audio description review, which we have in every newsletter, and that’s from the people who have actually seen something with audio description – it could be a movie, it could be theatre, it could be cinema, it could be DVD, and their description of how the audio description was and how they liked it, any articles to do with audio description, and anything, as long as it is audio description related.  
I:
So, Jodie, how is this different from Media Access Australia’s audio description news?  

P:
I guess this is probably not quite as regular as the Media Access Australia’s newsletter, and it’s more a bit of a surprise when it comes out.  But it is also – I guess, the Media Access probably has more technical and news type items, whereas ours is sort of more practical for consumers and a lot about what Blind Citizens Australia is doing as well.  

I:
And in what format can listeners find this newsletter in?

P:
At this stage, it only comes out in two forms.  One is e-news, and the other is audio.  

I:
And how do people subscribe to it?

P:
They can send or call me on Blind Citizens Australia, 1 800 033 660, or jody.holdback@bca.org.au.

I:
Now, I think you better give us that information again, if you wouldn’t mind.

P:
Jodie Holdback and that’s at Blind Citizens Australia, at 1 800 033 660, or jody.holdback@bca.org.au.

I:
Well, that certainly is another step forward in audio description.  Do you use it yourself, Jodie?

P:
Absolutely.  The majority of our DVDs have audio descriptions on them, and we actually use it – the whole family now uses it.  My son, who I watch I guess most of my DVDs with at home in the evening, he loves it, because it actually provides him with the information he hasn’t noticed, even though he is actually sighted.  So yeah - - -
I: 
And one of the things I’ll just quickly mention I noticed with some of the DVDs, the newer ones, that sometimes it’s very difficult to understand the dialogue. 
P:
Yeah - - -

I:
It could be – depending on where it comes from, and sometimes it’s a bit mumbly, and getting that extra audio description kind of fills in the bits that you haven’t picked up.  
P:
That’s right.  Sometimes, I think it’s a little dampened by the audio of the actual DVD and the audio – the mixing between the DVD and – but, I mean, some of the most recent ones out that I’ve seen, you know, Beneath (04:12) and The Spy Next Door, they’ve been brilliant, absolutely brilliant.  But they are very recent ones.  

I:
Well, thank you very much for all of that, Jody.  I’ve been speaking with Jody Holdback, National Advocacy Officer of Blind Citizens Australia.  And I was speaking to Jody on behalf of the Media Access Australia segment.  And Media Access Australia are supporters of this program.  
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