14 February 2010 Interview with Ally Woodford 
(I: Interviewer  P: Participant)

I:
On a couple of occasions in the past Ally Woodford from Media Access Australia has talked to us about Blu-ray discs.  Blu-ray is still in its infancy, and Ally will update us on where it’s at in its development, and most importantly, whether Blu-ray discs are getting audio described.  Well, welcome Ally.
P:
Thank you, Roberta.
I:
Now let’s start with the most obvious and important question:  Are they getting audio described?
P:
Well I’ve only been able to do rudimentary research at this point in time, but the rates are pretty much on a par with the DVD rates which I think is the important thing.  The thing is though, they don’t really correlate accurately with the titles, and what I mean by is that say, Avatar, when that comes out on DVD, it may have description on the Blu-ray but not necessarily on the DVD.  But then you might get another movie that comes out in the future and it will have description on the DVD but not on the Blu-ray.
I:
Mm, I see what you’re saying.

P:
So there’s no rhyme or reason as to why this happens that I can see.  Sometimes the distributors say it’s down to timing:  they have different deadlines for the different formats.  And the other thing to note is that there’s no difference in the audio menus or the extras, having description on the Blu-ray as opposed to the DVD.

I:
Oh, so it’s just the format.  You get the same information.

P:
Yeah, yeah.  But having said all that, there’s still a wide range of titles where the feature is described on both the formats, so that’s the main message.

I:
Well, is Blu-ray set to knock DVD out of business yet?

P:
I’m still going to go with ‘eventually’.  I still think DVD’s got at least three to four years worth of fight in it.

I:
I’m glad, because I’ve got quite a few of them.

P:
Yeah, well that’s the thing:  DVD’s got such a long and successful history in how it overtook video in the first place as the preferred format, and it took home entertainment to a whole new level and the majority of the market, like you and me, we’re still pretty content with the product.

I:
That’s true.  Now, so what is the industry doing to sway people towards Blu-ray then?

P:
You’ll start to find that the extras that you get on a DVD are a bit less than they used to be.  So instead of getting the gag reel, the behind the scenes cast interviews, director commentary, the making of the documentary, blah, blah, blah, you’ll start to see maybe just one or two extras and they might be really simple, like the film trailer or a music video for one of the soundtrack songs.  So all the other cool stuff, they’re starting to move that to Blu-ray.  So the industry, I guess, is trying to tease us away from DVD by making these types of things solely available on the Blu-ray.  That’s what we’re heading towards at the moment.

I:
Yeah, very clever marketing that, isn’t it?  Yeah.

P:
Yeah, very clever.  [laughs]

I:
Because I used to really like those bits and pieces.  I think they used to sometimes call it ‘the director’s cut’.

P:
Yeah, exactly. Yeah.

I:
Ah, that’s very clever.

P:
Yeah, so watch out for that.

I:
[laughs] Yeah, so well, the important thing to think about too is:  How do prices compare for both the discs themselves, and the equipment?

P:
The gap’s lessening, but DVD still wins the battle at this moment.  The equipment comes in a wide range of packages, like combo units with hard disc drives, for example.  But you can now pick up a stand-alone Blu-ray player for under $200.  So the player side of things is significantly more affordable than what it was even just a year ago, but another thing about the equipment is the portability:  this can still be an issue.  And what I mean by ‘portability’ is that a DVD can be easily played on laptops, portable players and the in-car entertainment systems these days, but there aren’t many Blu-ray players in cars yet.  So that’s an issue to consider.

I:
Yeah.

P:
As for the discs themselves:  they’ll probably still set you back at least $40, often more, to purchase.  And for some people that can be more than going to see the film at the movies itself, so it’s another reason why DVD is still ahead.

I:
But distributors are still releasing some of them, anyway, both titles on both formats, are they? 

P:
Yeah.  At this point it still sways in DVD’s favour more than Blu-ray I believe, and what I mean by that is that some titles will only be on the DVD, like the smaller independent releases that don’t have big budgets.  But pretty much all the Hollywood blockbusters that will have both formats still at this point.
I:
So it looks like DVD is still out in front in the home entertainment format war, but with prices on Blu-ray players coming right down like you said, and more importantly, audio description being available on a range of titles, Blu-ray is slowly becoming a more attractive option for viewers.  Now for more information on audio description on any media format, you can go to audiodecription.com.au, or you can call Ally or her colleagues at Media Access Australia on (02) 9212 6242.  That’s (02) 9212 6242.  Thank you, Ally Woodford, for all that today.

P:
Thanks Roberta:  always a pleasure.

I:
And we’ll be talking again soon.  And I might remind listeners that Media Access Australia are supporters of this programme.
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